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Introduction 
Typically, from the 1400 to 1800 slaves become the central trade between Africa and Europe. Europe’s colonization and conquest of North and South America including the Caribbean islands from the 15thC attracted a limitless demand for Africa laborers. The Africans were considered more suitable to work in the tropical conditions the New World harbored. This insatiable demand led to the proliferation of the slave trade across the Atlantic Ocean. Initially, only 5000 slaves a year were shipped to the New World, however, the wake of 18thC show this number increase to 100000 slaves a year. During the 14th C and 18thC period, slave trade radically impaired Africa's potential to develop economically and maintain its social and political stability. This paper expounds on the various impacts the slave trade had on the black experience by focusing on both the negative and positive impacts including their consequences on the current African society. 
 	First and foremost, the external demand for slaves resulted in conflict within communities.  The escalation of these conflicts required for the communities to have weapons, to defend themselves from the general environment of uncertainty and insecurity (Whatley & Gillezeau, 2011). The need for weapons such as firearms led to more slaves as communities conducted local kidnappings in order to obtain firearms from Europeans in exchange for slaves. The communities deemed to fit the necessity of enslaving others in order to protect oneself; this vicious cycle was named the gun-slave cycle.  This cycle created an environment in which communities not only raided other communities for slaves but also sold their own kin as slaves (Whatley, 2014). 
 	Secondly, the slave trade impacted the political environment of African societies.  It primarily played a role in fostering political instability (Lovejoy, 2011). The members of communities who supplied the Europeans with a large supply of slaves not only received favors from Europeans but rather they amassed wealth that incentivized them to intervene in the community political process, resulting to internal conflict and instability ultimately leading to the collapse of pre-existing forms of government.  For instance, slave trade led to the fall and collapse of  Kongo kingdom in West Africa, largely because the proliferation of slave trade led to the enslavement and kidnapping,  of not only members of the society but also even nobles of the kingdom (Inikori, 2003).
   Thirdly, the proliferation of the slave trade led to ethnic fractionalization. According to (Inkori 2000, slave trade led to villages and communities turning hostile against one another.  Previously, groups of slaves had developed into large scale federations; however, these federations suffered a major blow considering villages started raiding one another for slaves. Kusimba (2004) posits that slave trade led to the increase of warfare, conflict, banditry, and suspicion which contributed to the destruction of the networks and federations of villages that had formed.   Through its ability to weaken ties between villages, and also its ability to discourage the formation of broader communities and larger ethnic identities, the slave trade is the cause of Africa’s high level of ethnic fractionalization today (Easterly et al. 2006). 
 	Fourthly, the proliferation of the slave trade had a direct impact on legal institutions. The rise of the slave trade became the alternative way of punishing members of society.  For instance, judicial penalties that initially used to take precedence on exile, payments, or beatings were converted to enslavement. Many African community leaders chose to abuse the judicial system by upholding the slave trade as it turned more lucrative.  Some leaders choose to punish the subject who was found to be guilty by including all family members and relatives to enslavement. Currently, the negative consequences of poor domestic institutions and policies of slavery become much more important because they ushered the need to develop a well-functioning judicial system that helps implement and sustain legal institutions (Acemoglu &Johnson, 2005).
 	Consequently, the proliferation of the slave trade led to the colonization of African. The lucrative profits of the slave trade compelled the European powers to begin to scramble for power in Africa.  Williams (1994) posits that in addition to taking Africans to work as slaves in their own countries, the Europeans began to search for commercial opportunities and raw materials from Africa. The scramble for power and dominance led to Europeans dividing Africa according to their sphere of influence.  The Europeans ripped Africa of its natural resources, leaving the continent to be devastated by poverty (Akyeampong, 2000). The exploitation of  Africa lands and natural resources was commercially viable to only the colonizers because as Africa was restrained to the depths of poverty and deprivation, while the European nations become richer and richer (Williams,1994).
Nevertheless, despite the slave trade being the main cause of political and social fragmentation including weakened domestic institutions, it is argued that it had also positive impacts.  According to Lovejoy, (1994), the slave trade led to the strengthening and consolidation of networks of exchange and credit.  This perspective is augmented by (Vansina, 1990) who posits that the efficient export of slaves a strong commercial networks which in return led to the introduction of high yielding varieties of crops groundnuts, manioc,  maize, and lima beans as a compensatory payment for slaves. These crops had a high demand in Africa considering that the insecurity generated by the slave trade led to the sharp decline in food production.
	Subsequently, the slave trade led to the birth of racism.  The abolition of the slave trade led to racial discrimination of both the freed slaves and the African immigrants.  The freed slaves were considered second class citizens by their hosts despite doing a lot to the establishment of their economies (Gyasi, 2016).  Even within contemporary society, Africans are still treated or perceived as slaves largely because they are treated with lots of suspicions and stereotyped based on their color (Reese, 2006). The lack of acceptance by the dominant culture continues to effects the way Africans define themselves and continues to hinder their opportunities of life regarding employment, education and access to social amenities (Zack-Williams & Uduku, 2017).
Conclusion
 The proliferation of slave trade impacted Africans in diverse ways.  Slavery resulted in conflict within communities; promoted political instability; led to ethnic fractionalization; and destroyed legal institutions. Slavery also led to the exploitation of African lands and natural resources with the advent of colonization. The consequences of the slave trade are felt in African societies today, as they are demonstrated in terms of poverty, political stability marginalization, civil wars and economic exploitation while in the Europe nations, the freed slaves including African immigrants are subjected to racial discrimination.
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